MAIDEN BRADLEY WITH YARNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Maiden Bradley Parish Council held on 

Tuesday 11th November 2008 in 

Maiden Bradley Village Hall at 7.30pm

08/256 Present: Councillors, Stefan Piwowarski, and Pamela Thomlinson, Angus Neish, Gerry Raynor, John Priestner and Patrick Nixon
Chairman:  Councillor Stefan Piwowarski
08/257 Public Question time

There was a short presentation of a Grant cheque to Mr Alan Inwood for the Village Shop, a photograph of the presentation was taken for the Parish News.
A member of the Swimming Pool Committee accepted a grant cheque as well. 
08/258 Welcome and Introductions

Chairman Stefan Piwowarski welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

08/259 Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest were received.

08/260 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from District Councillor Catherine Spencer.
08/261 Minutes of the Parish Meeting 14th October 2008.

Council noted the minutes of the Parish Meeting held 14th October 2008.

08/262 Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on the 14th October 2008.

Council agreed and adopted the Minutes of the Meeting on 14th October 2008.

08/263 Co-option of New Councillors

Council resolved the Co-option of Patrick Nixon to the Council.

Council witnessed the signing of their Co-option papers for Patrick Nixon and Gerry Raynor.
08/ 264 Boundary Review
Council noted that there was a 2 week delay in the publication of the Boundary Commissions final recommendations. 
80/265 Proposed Weight Limit in West Wiltshire
Council noted the report below from Wiltshire County Council published in their Parish newsletter and instructed the Clerk to include the information in the Parish News. Councillors also instructed the Clerk to contact Martin Aldam for a report back. Councillor John Priestner asked if the Clerk could also contact Somerset County Council to confirm that Maiden Bradley is excluded from the freight Sat Nav’s routes for Somerset.
Wiltshire County Council has adopted a Freight Route Network to inform HGV drivers of the most appropriate routes in Wiltshire.  The villages of Corsley Heath (on the A362), Chapmanslade (on the A3098) and Maiden Bradley (on the B3092) are not designated freight routes but still experience high levels of HGV traffic that have a negative affect on the quality of life for residents in these villages.  After discussions with Somerset County Council, an objective assessment framework tool, Large Vehicles in Rural Areas (LVIRA), has been applied to establish the environmental, safety, social and economic impacts of proposed weight limits in West Wiltshire.  The assessment tool demonstrates that when all the above factors are taken into account there is a net benefit for society to be realised if the proposed weight restrictions outlined below were to be implemented.  

Wiltshire County Council’s Cabinet held on 23rd January 2007 resolved to approve the advertisement of Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) for the following weight restrictions as proposed by the Council’s traffic consultants, Mouchel:

· The existing 17T weight restriction on the A3098 should be replaced by a reduced 7.5T restriction. 

· The existing 17T west bound restriction on the A362 through Corsley Heath should be modified to include eastbound vehicles and increased to 18T. 

· A 7.5T weight limit zone should be introduced over a wide area straddling the B3092 which would extend from the County boundary in the west to the A350 in the east, and from the Stourhead junction on the B3092 to the County boundary to the south. The weight limit should also be applied to all the ‘B’ and ‘C’ classification roads that would fall within this zone to address potential “rat running” through other communities including Kilmington, Kilmington Common, “The Deverills”, and Horningsham. 

· The existing west bound 7.5T weight restriction on the B3089 should be revoked between its junction with the A350 and the A303 at Willoughby Hedge in order to address safety concerns regarding the A350/A303 junction.  To complement the east bound weight limit on the B3089, the Council intends to advertise a right turn ban for HGVs in excess of 7.5 tonnes from the A350 to the A303.

During the Cabinet meeting, it was also agreed that a Bespoke Consultation Process would be developed to ensure that any response received to the TROs would be an informed response.  The consultation plan has been developed in consultation with key stakeholders and was endorsed by the council on 6th October 2008. Details of the plan can be found on the council’s website: 

It is planned to implement the Bespoke Consultation Process during January and February 2009.  

At the same time that the Council has been developing the proposed weight limits, the Highways Agency (HA) has conducted an accident investigation report between the junctions of the A303 and the A350 (Furze Hedge) and the B3089 (Willoughby Hedge).  In June 2008, the HA’s consultants issued the final report.  One of the options identified by the HA’s consultants to improve the accident record on this stretch of the A303 was to utilize the B3089.  Whilst this scheme was shown to be a viable option, the HA informed the Council that their preferred option is to construct a second slip road to the south of the A303 and close the A303/B3089 junction to right turning traffic.  The proposal’s objectives are to improve the accident record at these two junctions on the A303.  

The HA’s current timetable for its preferred option is to undertake design work in 2008-09 and deliver the scheme in 2010-11.  However, the HA has indicated that its preferred option will be subject to a series of evaluations throughout its development.  Consequently, the HA is unable to confirm if or when its preferred option will come to fruition.  Bearing in mind the lack of certainty with the HA’s preferred scheme, the Council has decided to pursue the weight limits on the B3089 outlined above as an interim measure.  

08/ 266 Freedom of Information Act New model Publication
Council discussed the new updated model publication. Council resolved to adopt The Model Publication Scheme itself which is attached and that the Clerk adapt the “Guide to Information” specifically for the Parish Council with the higher costs for printing 10p per black and white copy and 60p per colour copy.
08/267 08/093 Chicken Farm at Pollingfold, Bunns Lane, West Woodlands Public Inquiry
Council noted that further talks had taken place on the 3rd November at Evercreech Village Hall. A report from Mr Guy Doust was discussed. Council await the Inspectors decision on this matter.
08/ 268 02 Community Awards

The Clerk reported that she had still not heard back from 02 Community.
08/269 Trees on the Knapp and Recreational Area Lease

Chairman Stefan Piwowarski recommended that this matter be placed on the next Agenda as the Clerk did not have a copy of the recreational lease available. Councillor John Priestner addressed Council on his meeting with K. M. Dike Nurseries and landscaping regarding the footpath to the play area recommended by ROSPA. He said they had recommended digging out new pathway, supplying and laying a hardcore base and covering with layer of path gravel + rolling to give a smooth finish for pushchairs and wheel chairs at a price of £565.00 + VAT. The Clerk informed Council that she had received a hard copy of the quote. Council agreed to move making a decision on this quote until item 28 on the Agenda. Councillor John Priestner informed Council that he had not received any correspondence from the Weavers Football Club and asked if the Clerk could contact them to confirm that they no longer required the use of the Rec for matches. Councillor Priestner informed Council that Mark Bevan from Badgers FC had been in contact regarding using the Rec for matches. Council instructed the Clerk to contact the Weavers and confirm that they now longer required the use of the Rec. Following the information gained could she then contact Mark Bevan to see if the Parish Council could help with their situation?
 08/270 Parish Footpaths
Council discussed the report received from Chris Oliver following his visit to Dinton for the Tree Warden Programme. Chairman Stefan Piwowarski instructed the Clerk to write a thank you letter to Mr Oliver thanking him for the report back following his visit to the meeting. Council discussed the invaluable information that he has been creating for the parish. It was hoped that parishioners would come forward and support him. The Parish Council hope that he would continue to assist the parish with this valuable work.
08/ 271 Parish Steward

Council gave the Clerk a list of work required for the Parish Steward for his next visit to the Parish on the 8th December 2008.

Blocked drains outside number 17-18 Church Street.

Nettles by Church
Check all signage is clean / visible

Any areas where leaves accumulate to be cleared

The Clerk was instructed to write to the Mr Button at the Highways and thank him for the speed with which the railings by the church were repaired and good workmanship. The Clerk was also instructed to find out if the cat’s eyes would also be replaced when the white lines were replaced at the Frome end of the parish.

Council noted that the Parish Steward had completed the following list of jobs on the 13th October 2008: Cleared Grips and Gullies through village, cut back Hedge near Bus Stop.

Jobs not completed - C279-pot hole will action ASAP.

08/272 Village Hall Stage

The Clerk informed Council that she had heard back from the Arts Council and they had informed her that the application for a grant towards a new stage would be considered. 

08/273 Community Representative
Chairman Councillor Stefan Piwowarski was unable to report back from the Community Representative. 
08/274 Tisbury Nadder Hall Tisbury Area Boards meeting
Council listened to a report back from Chairman Stefan Piwowarski who attended the above meeting. His comment regarding the removal of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish from the map displayed for the meeting regarding the area caused concern.
08/275 Planning
Proposal: Full Application- Amendments to Garage & Garden Store previously approved with new Dwelling

Under application S/2005/2253

Location: Plot adjoining Greystones High Street Maiden Bradley Warminster
Council noted that the planning application above had been approved by Salisbury District Council.

08/276 Website Training (Wiltshire Community Web)

Council listened to the Clerks report back on the Clubs and groups that had shown an interest on the website training she had offered. The Clerk informed Council that she would be willing to personally visit Clubs and Groups and help set up their sites. Council resolved that she could try contacting them again. The Clerk also reported back on the Wiltshire Community Development meeting she had attended at the Community First offices in Devizes. Council resolved that she could attend further meetings. The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by Dave Payne Wales Regional Account Manager WAG/CLG Planning Portal for the Welsh One Voice Forum to all Town and Community Councils in Wales regarding the grant application to Awards for All for a Laptop and he had thanked her for her time.

08/277 Community First AGM 
Council listened to a report back from Councillor John Priestner on the Community First AGM he attended with Dr Ian Henry in Devizes. Councillor John Priestner informed Council that there was still a divide regarding access for youth in the area and that he would be interested to see in the future how this improved with the new unitary Council. Councillor John Priestner gave the Clerk several documents that he had acquired from the meeting.
08/278 Communities in Control: Real people, Real Power Codes of Conduct for Local Authority members and employees.

Council declined to respond to this consultation. 

 08/279 Update Risk Assessment
Council discussed updating the Risk Assessment. The Clerk was instructed to contact Suzy Pilbrow and ask if she would update the Risk Assessment Registrar again and if she would be able to PAT test the electrical equipment that the clerk used. The Council noted the need to include contingency funds for several items on the Risk Registrar when it actions the Precept. 
08/280 Annual Return

Council is asked to note that the Annual return has been received back from Mazars and that it has been approved. Council discussed the cost for requested copies of the Audit it resolved that 60p per copy would be a reasonable amount. The Clerk was instructed to display the notice on the notice board near the bus stop. 

08/ 281 Clerks Job Description
Council resolved the Clerks revised job description below
Job Description; Clerk to Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council
Overall Responsibilities
The Clerk to the Council will be the proper Officer of the Parish Council, and is under a statutory duty to carry out the functions required by law. The Clerk will be totally responsible for ensuring that the lawful instructions of the Council as a Local Authority are carried out. The Clerk is expected to advise and assist the Council in formulating overall policies.
The Clerk will be accountable to the Council for the management of its resources, and will report periodically, as required.
It is expected that the Clerk will undertake such training as is required by the Council at the Council's expense.
Specific Responsibilities.
To ensure that the legal statutory and other provisions governing the running of the Council are followed:
1 To keep the Council's accounts, and prepare annual summaries and records for audit and VAT.
2 To ensure that the Council's obligations to insure are properly met.
3 To issue summonses, prepare agendas and minutes for all meetings of the Council and its committees, in accordance with Standing Orders. To attend all meetings.
4 To receive and deal with correspondence on behalf of the Council, and to bring to the attention
of the appropriate member(s). To issue correspondence on behalf of the Council, according to policy or instructions.
5 To receive invoices for goods or services to be paid by the Council, and to ensure that
accounts are paid, according to Financial Regulations. To issue invoices on behalf of the Council and to receive payments.
6.
To maintain a personnel membership to professional bodies and the Society of Local Council Clerks, to attend County meetings and relevant training sessions provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks and County Association of NALC, to attend the Annual Conference of the Society of Local Council Clerks 
7.
To provide a monthly article to Maiden Bradley Parish News regarding the content of the Councils meetings
8. 
Maintain the Parish Council website.  
9
To act as a representative of Council, as required.
10
To issue notices, prepare agendas and minutes for the Annual Parish 
Meeting.
11. 
To ensure that the requirement of the Inland Revenue are met with regard to the payment of Income Tax on the Clerk's Salary by ensuring that the Council receive a copy of the information supplied to the Revenue and the Revenue's acknowledgement that all the tax requirements have been met.

08/282 Clerks Hours

Council discussed the Clerks hours as highlighted in her Appraisal actioned by Councillor Suzy Pilbrow in September 2008. Council resolved to keep the Clerks hours at 8 hours per week and that Council would review the hours next year. The Clerk was instructed to keep time sheets for the purpose.
Council resolved that the Clerk could take a period of holiday from the 15th December to the 4th January 2009. 
Council resolved that now the National Association of Council Clerks had now agreed the salary award for local Council Clerks for 2008/2009 and as The Clerks pay was reviewed by Council on the 2007/2008 scale at the September meeting the new scale advised that the Clerks scale point would now be calculated by the SLCC at SCP 17 £8.635p. 

08/283 Three Monthly Audit

The Clerk informed Council of the financial position of the Council. Chairman Stefan Piwowarski checked and signed the documentation.
08/284 Precept
Council noted that the date for the confirmation of the precept is Monday 9th February 2009 and that the precept would be paid in two instalments 50% before the 30th April 2009 and the remaining 50% on or before 30th September 2009. Council noted the Clerks comment that the Precept would need to be resolved at the January meeting. Council discussed the draft budget the Clerk circulated. Council’s requirement to cover the Risk Registrar within the precept was discussed and the recommendation to budget reserves for Election costs in the future.
Council instructed the Clerk to seek new quotes for the grounds maintenance contract. Councillor Patrick Nixon agreed to email Councillor John Priestner another contractor’s contact detail’s for a further quote for the pathway to the recreational area. Councillor Stefan Piwowarski would obtain a quote to repair the fencing on the recreational area and report back to Council. Chairman Stefan Piwowarski asked for this item to be placed high on the next Agenda so more time could be given.
 08/285 Christmas Cards
Council resolved that Christmas cards would not be sent out this year and the cost would be saved.
 08/286 Accounts for Payment
Council approved the payment of the items listed below

Sarah Jeffries November’s Wages 




£292.20

Sarah Jeffries (Postage 12 letters & reg delivery)


£  10.87

Sarah Jeffries (Top up Parish Phone)




£  20.00

Maiden Bradley Village Shop





£    9.93

(Chairman’s Allowance open evening refreshments)


Village Shop Grant







£420.00

Swimming Pool Grant






£100.00

Mazars Audit
(External Audit Fees)




£141.00

Society Local Council Clerks (CILCA fees)



£  90.00

Stationary Plus (Ink)






£  15.76

S Jeffries (Phone Calls on behalf of the Council)


£  16.68
Council noted that the Clerk moved £1000.00 from account number 0752153 to account 00108234 on the 16th October 2008.

Council resolve to sign the accounts for the month of October.
08/ 287 Meetings for members of the Parish Council to Attend
The Chairman instructed the Clerk to move the allocation of how many meetings Councillors would attend outside of the parish monthly meetings to the next Agenda
08/288 Parish & Town Council Liaison Meeting 

The Chairman informed the Clerk that he would check his diary and inform her whether he would also attend on 19th November 2008 6.30pm City Hall, Salisbury.
08/289 Correspondence
Council noted the correspondence below

Everything to Play for Wiltshire County Council

Community Leadership and Governance work stream
The Hart magazine

PAWS Arts workshop leaflet

Guide to Bus Services in West Wiltshire
Badminton Courses- Salisbury District Council
CPRE newsletter

Wickstead Play scapes

Great Western Ambulance Service Focus News

S & C Slatter Ltd 
08/290 Items for the next Agenda
Council instructed the Clerk to include the following items on next months Agenda:
Frome Road Footpath
Parish Plan

Risk Assessment
Knapp & Rec Lease

Precept

Meetings Attendance

 08/291 Date of the next meeting

 The Council resolved that the 9th December 2008 is the date of the next meeting.

Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their duties: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights.
Sarah Jeffries Parish Clerk 
